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Goal #1: To assure that every student-athlete is in compliance with all academic rules and regulations of the university and the NCAA

Outcome Measures: (1.) 100% of all newly recruited student-athletes will be notified regarding placement tests and Athletic Academic Advising procedures.(2.) 100% of student-athletes will attend one of the university’s summer orientations and the Athletic Departments annual Welcome Back Orientation. (3.) 100% of the student-athletes will be advised regarding university, college and major requirements and are counseled on course selection. (4.) 100% of all student-athletes will be registered in a minimum 12 semester hours.

Research: Athletic Academic Advising compiles listings for new (freshmen and transfers) from each coach for the 16 teams. Research is nothing more than reviewing and updating listings as coaches add students to their prospect lists. As well as the weekly reports from the Registrar.

Findings: 100% of all listed student-athletes were notified of AAAO procedures. It was determined through meetings with the Freshman Year Experience staff that the AAAO orientation and Athletics welcome back day gave the same information offered by the university orientation. So student-athletes were not required to attend the university orientation. 100% of all “new” student-athletes are advised regarding university, college and major requirements as well as registered in a minimum 12 hours. The AAAO sees each student-athlete individually for registration; all student-athletes must be registered for 12 hours to practice and compete. Registrar’s office supplies weekly reports confirming all registrations.

Review: Everything worked according to plans. Except for #2 we met all outcome measures.

Students are not involved with the review. 

Actions: It was determined that with the hiring of Abbie Parsons, the Coordinator of Freshman Orientation, it was necessary for all student-athletes to attend the university’s orientation programming. The incorporation of student-athletes into the general student body is imperative for student-athletes to obtain a rich and thorough introduction into university life. Athletics will continue to have its’ welcome back day, with discussion of extending it into two days. An instrument for measuring student assessment is needed.

Goal #2: To assure that all student-athletes maintain athletic eligibility over their entire tenure at Cleveland State University. Athletic Academic Advising Offices (Mark Gefert and Winnie Lane) serve as the coordinating unit for initial and continuing eligibility for the Department of Athletics NCAA Compliance Office (Kevin Klotz, Coordinator). Through the Eligibility Committee (Associate Registrar, Eric Kost; Faculty Athletic Representative, Dr. Sue Ziegler; University Studies Athletic Academic Advisor, Mark Gefert; Compliance Officer, Kevin Klotz.) all eligibility for practice and competition is determined.

Outcome Measures: (1.) 100% of student-athletes meet the NCAA and University guidelines for good standing. (2.)To assure that 100% of student-athletes meet NCAA requirements for “Satisfactory Progress”. (3.) 100% of student-athletes meet degree completion requirements. (4.) 100% of tutoring and academic support service requests are met.

Research: We utilized 2003-04 Eligibility lists; and AAAO Tutorial Request Forms; Laptop request forms.

Findings: According to the completed 2003-2004 Eligibility Lists for Fall and Spring, 96% of all recruited student-athletes receiving athletic related assistance were eligible for their competitive seasons meeting satisfactory progress and good standing requirements. According to tutorial requests forms, 100% of all tutorial requests were met. 80% of our laptop requests were met.

Review: A review of this goal brought to light the fact that it is equally important that those students who may not meet the good standing/satisfactory progress requirements are not permitted to compete. The ability of the Eligibility Committee to review all rosters and catch those who may not meet eligibility criteria is of primary importance. Otherwise NCAA sanctions can be severe. It also was determined that the laptop program in lacking the number of laptops to meet all requests. 

Actions: The outcomes need to be reworded to accommodate the need to assure that those not meeting NCAA and University requirements are not permitted to compete. The current system has worked. Unless we get funding additional laptops will not be forthcoming. A student assessment instrument is needed for this program.

Goal #3:  To assure that the retention rates of student-athletes meets or exceeds university retention rates. 

Outcome Measures: (1.) The calculation of freshman student-athlete retention rates meets or exceeds the retention rates of non-athletes. (2.) The calculation of sophomore student-athlete retention rates meets or exceeds the retention rates of non-athletes. (3.) The calculation of junior student-athlete retention rates meets or exceeds the retention rates of non-athletes.

Research: We utilized Institutional research data; Athletic Squad lists for 2000-01; 2001-02; 2002-03 and university transcripts and academic records. . Only those student-athletes who received athletic money in any amount were utilized in these calculations. 

Findings:  The retention rates for student-athletes is higher than that of the general student body at all levels. Athletic squad lists, which show all student-athletes competitive for specific teams, were utilized when compiling the data. The years utilized were 2000-01; 2001-02; 2003-04

The university retention rates for students from first to second year ranges from 56-66% from 1996 through 2001. Student-athlete rates range from 84% to 86%; The university retention rate for students from second to third year ranges from 56-66% from Student-athlete retention rates for students from second to third year ranges from 64% to 71%. Student-athlete retention rate for the 2000-01 group going into the 4th year is 64%.

Review: This trend will continue as the NCAA increases academic requirements for athletic participation. The gap may narrow as the university increases entrance requirements and phases out “open” admission. The students have nothing to do with the new criteria. Faculty and Athletics supports the new efforts to increase academic requirements since all university academic criteria were approved by faculty and the NCAA eligibility requirements were approved by the NCAA Presidents Council. 

Actions: The NCAA as well as the University is implementing changes that can only improve retention at the student-athlete as well as at the general student-body level. 

Goal #4:  To assure that 100% of recruited students-who complete their eligibility at Cleveland State graduate. 

Outcome Measures: (1.)  track and monitor completion of degree programs. (2.)Upon completion of their final year of eligibility each remaining, recruited     student-athlete will be within one year (36hrs) of graduating; (if they haven’t already graduated) (3.) calculate four, five and six year graduation rates of recruited student-athletes.

Research: We utilized university eligibility forms; Registrar’s data; Transcripts and course registrations.

Findings: The tracking of Student-athlete progress towards degree and graduation begins from initial enrollment at any collegiate institution. NCAA Bylaws require student-athletes to meet benchmarks in the progression of yearly and cumulative academic progress.  The NCAA satisfactory progress bylaws cover yearly hour completion (24); how those 24 hours are earned throughout the year. (75/25); No more than 25% (6) the 24 yearly hours can be earned in summer school.  Which hours count and during which year that they are countable. (Remedial); Remedial hours are only countable for satisfactory progress during the first year. When considering degree completion percentages, all remedial hours must be removed from calculations.  The percentage of degree completion benchmarks. (40-60-80). At the end of four semesters a student-athlete must have completed a minimum of 40% of their chosen degree. At the end of six semesters, 60 %; eight semester 80%. Those student-athletes who remain at CSU are within 36 credit hours of degree completion unless they have changed their majors or added a second major or minor.

Review:  NCAA graduation rates reports are produced every year using the 6 year time frame for degree completion. It can be assumed that since the student-athlete six year graduation rate is nearly double that of the university, that the four and five year rate is similar.

Actions: None anticipated

