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I. Program Goals 

The English M.A. program’s principal goals are to develop in its graduates

A. The skills to interpret texts of all kinds and to defend their interpretations effectively;

B. Excellent facility in written and spoken language;

C. A thorough awareness of at least one particular field within the study of writing, literature, theory, cultural studies, linguistics, or pedagogy;

D. The capacity to produce scholarly, critical, or creative written work in the genres and of the quality that could lead to publication in reputable venues.  

II. Student Outcomes

M.A. Graduates in the standard (“Literature”) Track, which covers literature, critical theory, cultural studies, linguistics, and pedagogy, should be able to

1. Demonstrate the ability to interpret texts and defend these interpretations effectively. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to focus on and define a problem; work on this problem must have the potential to advance scholarly or pedagogical work in the field.

3. Demonstrate the ability to synthesize an approach to the problem by drawing on the significant relevant scholarship.

4. Render his/her analysis in compelling prose, and in a form suitable for publication in reputable venues.  The writing ought to be as clear as the nature of the subject will permit.

5. Situate his/her findings within current scholarly or critical debate on this topic; the student should be able to do this both orally and in his/her written work.

6. Demonstrate awareness of the limits of his or her claims or analytic approach.

M.A. Graduates in the Creative Writing Track should be able to 

1. Demonstrate the ability to revise.

2. Demonstrate progress toward producing publishable creative work.

3. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of literary journals and magazines.

4. Demonstrate a knowledge and ability to speak of literary tradition of her/his particular genre and where she/he fits in, including contemporary work.

5. Show evidence of ability to demonstrate technical mastery of various elements of genres.

III. Procedures

A. Evaluation Forms Filled Out for Each Thesis/Master’s Examination

Literature track thesis/exam evaluation form, filled out by readers/examining committee (form attached).

Creative writing track thesis/exam evaluation form, filled out by readers/examining committee (form attached).

A single evaluation covers a student’s performance in both the thesis and the examination.  One member of thesis/examination committee is appointed by the graduate director, so there is a disinterested, “external” examiner present.  One copy of the evaluation will be put in the student’s file; another copy will be kept in a separate file of all students’ thesis/exam evaluations.  Each fall the Graduate Subcommittee will review the students’ performance in the thesis and exam over the previous year.   The Graduate Subcommittee will consider ways to improve learning and, when appropriate, will make recommendations to the Committee on Instruction.  The Committee on Instruction and the department as a whole will make what changes are necessary.

B. Periodic Review of Students’ Written Work

Each year the Graduate Subcommittee will review a selection of theses from the previous twelve months.  The ratio of literature theses selected for review to creative writing theses selected will reflect the ratio of total literature theses to total creative writing theses.  The Graduate Subcommittee will consider ways to improve learning and, when appropriate, will make recommendations to the Committee on Instruction.  The Committee on Instruction and the department as a whole will make what changes are necessary.

IV. Implementation

We will begin to administer the thesis/exam evaluations immediately.  

Rubrics for Goals
Goal A. The skills to interpret texts of all kinds and to defend their interpretations effectively.  The student can 

L1. Demonstrate the ability to interpret texts and defend these interpretations effectively. 

CW4. Demonstrate a knowledge and ability to speak of literary tradition of her/his particular genre and where she/he fits in, including contemporary work.

Goal B. Excellent facility in written and spoken language.  The student can

L4. Render his/her analysis in compelling prose, and in a form suitable for publication in reputable venues.  The writing ought to be as clear as the nature of the subject will permit.

CW1. Demonstrate the ability to revise.

CW2. Demonstrate progress toward publishable work.

CW5. Show evidence of ability to demonstrate technical mastery of various elements of genres.

Goal C. A thorough awareness of at least one particular field within the study of writing, literature, critical theory, cultural studies, linguistics, or pedagogy.  The student can

L3. Demonstrate the ability to synthesize an approach to the problem by drawing on the significant relevant scholarship.

L5. Situate his/her findings within current scholarly or critical debate on this topic; the student should be able to do this both orally and in his/her written work.

L6. Demonstrate awareness of the limits of his or her claims or analytic approach.

CW3. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of literary journals and magazines.

CW4. Demonstrate a knowledge and ability to speak of literary tradition of her/his particular genre and where she/he fits in, including contemporary work.

Goal D. The capacity to produce scholarly, critical, or creative written work in the genres and of the quality that could lead to publication in reputable venues.  The student can

L2. Demonstrate the ability to focus on and define a problem; work on this problem must have the potential to advance scholarly or pedagogical work in the field.

L4. Render his/her analysis in compelling prose, and in a form suitable for publication in reputable venues.  The writing ought to be as clear as the nature of the subject will permit.

CW2. Demonstrate progress toward producing publishable creative work.

CW3. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of literary journals and magazines.

Evaluation of English M.A. Recipient’s Thesis and Master’s Examination

(to be filled out by the thesis readers/examining committee)

Creative Writing Track

Student’s Name: 

First reader:

Second reader:

Third reader:

For each of the following Outcomes Assessment Goals, please indicate whether the student’s performance

A) Exceeded Expectations

B) Met Expectations

C) Fell below expectations

The student 

____ a) Demonstates the ability to revise;

____ b) Demonstrates progress toward producing publishable creative work;

____ c) Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of a range of literary journals and magazines;

____ d) Demonstrates a knowledge and ability to speak of literary tradition of her/his particular genre and where she/he fits in, including contemporary work;

____ e) Shows evidence of ability to demonstrate technical mastery of various elements of genres.  

Comments:

Evaluation of English M.A. Recipient’s Thesis and Master’s Examination

(to be filled out by the thesis readers/examining committee)

Literature Track

Student’s Name: 

First reader:

Second reader:

Third reader:

For each of the following Outcomes Assessment Goals, please indicate whether the student’s performance

A) Exceeded Expectations

B) Met Expectations

C) Fell below expectations

The student 

____ a) Demonstrates the ability to interpret texts and defend these interpretations effectively.

____ b) Demonstrates the ability to focus on and define a problem; work on this problem must have the potential to advance scholarly or pedagogical work in the field.

____ c) Demonstrates the ability to synthesize an approach to the problem by drawing on the significant relevant scholarship in the field. 

____ d) Renders his/her analysis in compelling prose, and in a form suitable for publication in reputable venues.  The writing ought to be as clear as the nature of the subject will permit.

____ e) Situates his/her findings within current scholarly or critical debate on this topic; the student should be able to do this both orally and in his/her written work.

____ f) Demonstrates awareness of the limits of his or her claims or analytic approach.  


Comments:

