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	Goal # 1      
	 Students will demonstrate intermediate-high level of French oral language proficiency (listening and speaking—ACTFL proficiency guidelines)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome Measures
	Research Completed
	Findings
	Review
	Actions
	Improvements
	

	Progress toward demonstrating intermediate-high speaking and listening proficiency  assessed in all language skills classes by oral exams & oral presentations.  At the end of the program, students show their mastery of verbal communication skills through an exit interview conducted in French. 
	Exit interviews have been conducted with all graduating majors.    Students seeking teaching certification also pass the oral part of the Praxis II exam.  Although not an assessment tool designed by us, we are collecting scores as further evidence of students’ oral proficiency skills.    
	1)  We have determined that students want and need more opportunities to speak and listen to French at all levels.  Students who have studied or worked abroad usually reach higher levels of proficiency in speaking and listening.  In the classroom we can require students to speak at length in unscripted French in the form of oral exams and presentations in order to accurately assess their progress. The exit interview, which we conduct in French, is the most effective capstone measure of oral proficiency.  

2)  A more intensive grammar component at the second year is required to lay the foundation for successful completion of upper-division work (oral and written).


	 The French faculty meets regularly to discuss student progress.    When a student has applied for graduation, we review their portfolio in preparation for the exit oral interview.  
	 1)  We have instituted oral exams and oral presentations in all language skills classes, as well as in many  “content” area classes.  This Fall, we will also add a mid-term oral exam to help better prepare and motivate students for unscripted speaking. Working to standardize oral grading grids.  Will include two oral evaluations in future student portfolios  2)  Received grant to purchase DVD films and equipment to enhance curriculum.  3)  We have “beefed up” the grammar component of FRN 201.  

4)  Since 2000, we offer bi-annual summer study program in France.  We also advise students on other study abroad opportunities and help them to complete applications, etc.  
	1)  We have enhanced the curriculum to include more opportunities for students to speak and listen to French in class, and to receive feedback on their progress.  2) Changes in the 200-level curriculum are too recent to measure student improvement. 

3)  Study abroad program now well established.  More students participating in study abroad programs, w/ marked improvement in their oral skills.
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	Goal  #2.       
	Students will demonstrate ability to write accurately in French at an advanced proficiency level on literary or cultural topics, and to use narrative and analytical tools to analyze French literary texts.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome Measures
	Research Completed
	Findings
	Review
	Actions
	Improvements
	

	Students are given writing assignments of increasing difficulty, culminating in several long (8-10 page) papers in all upper-level culture, history and literature classes.  Selected papers compiled in student portfolios.
	 We examine the writing samples in the student portfolio for all graduating majors to assess the level of the student’s writing skills.  

Writing is one area discussed during the exit interview.  The exit interview is a flexible tool that allows us to focus on points of concern for each student, and gives them the opportunity to give us direct feedback on the strengths and weaknesses they perceive in the major program.  

.  
	1) Writing in a foreign language can only be improved by regular and varied practice.  Students improve more readily if given a chance to rewrite assignments.

2)  As noted for goal #1, a more intensive grammar component at the intermediate level would help students better prepare for upper-division work.  Grammar should be part of study abroad curriculum too.  Students with more thorough intermediate preparation tend to write better. 


	 The French faculty meets regularly to review the curriculum.  We conduct the exit interview and review findings for each graduating senior.
	1) We have implemented a second draft opportunity for essays at the intermediate level giving students the opportunity to correct their mistakes.  Many of our required upper-level courses are designated as writing courses.  In our required FRN 402, students learn various narrative strategies (description, summary, portrait, etc.) allowing them to define a writing style beyond the mechanics of grammar

2) Curriculum changes at intermediate level to include more intensive grammar component 
	1) A comparison of writing samples from the portfolio reveals a marked improvement as students progress from the intermediate to more advanced levels of writing.  Senior-level term papers in advanced literature courses reveal that students are mastering the analytical tools of literary analysis.

2)  Too soon to document improvements based on curricular changes at the intermediate level. 
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	Goal #3.     
	 Students will demonstrate knowledge of French cultural and literary heritage and identity as evidenced by understanding major French literary movements and historical events from the Middle ages to the 18thcentury and/or the 19th century to the present.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome Measures
	Research Completed
	Findings
	Review
	Actions
	Improvements
	

	Through a sequence of culture and literature courses, students learn major events, people and movements that shaped today’s France, and distinguish major literary movements by identifying characteristics of various genres by period.  Knowledge assessed through content-based essay and short answer tests.  Praxis II for future teachers. 

  
	Content-based exams from a 300-level culture class and an upper-level literature class included in the student portfolio.  

Gathered scores for students who have taken the Praxis II exam.
	Praxis II exam reflects national curricular trends in that it expects student preparation to include knowledge of Francophone literature and culture outside of France. Our French program curriculum can be enhanced to better prepare students for a modern world.  

A single civilization survey course is too broad to cover material in any depth. 
	 The French faculty meets regularly to review the curriculum.  We conduct exit interviews and review findings for each graduating senior.  We discuss Praxis II scores with students who have taken it.
	1)  We have added a course to our civilization sequence for more in-depth coverage.

2)  We have modified the French Business Course to include an introduction to French socio-economics so that students are better prepared to understand French institutions and culture today.

3)  More Francophone elements added to curriculum in general.  Specific courses on Francophone topics offered on a regular basis.  

4)  Study abroad program offers first-hand knowledge of contemporary culture, plus curriculum includes historic overview of the areas visited.  

.   
	1)  Students taking the Praxis II exam have achieved passing scores in the content areas.

2)  French curriculum more “globalized.”  To provide students with better and broader understanding of French culture and its influence on the Francophone world either through a study abroad experience, an additional civilization course, or courses in Francophone literature or culture.  Students are thus better prepared to be global citizens.    

 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


