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I.  Primary Goals for Student Learning:

A.  Subject matter knowledge of Philosophy:
Philosophy majors are expected:

1.to understand the philosophical positions of the main figures and movements in the history of philosophy 
2.  to study one or more of the main fields of philosophy (such as ethics, theory of knowledge, metaphysics, etc.) in greater depth.  
B.  Development of Analytical Skills:  capacities for interpretation, analysis, argumentation and critical thinking:

II.  What evidence can we gather to determine whether students in our undergraduate program are actually learning these things and developing these skills? 

Overview:

The best evidence that we are meeting our goals is contained in the written work (essays and essay exams) of our students.  Written work by students who have had 6 or more philosophy courses should reflect increased knowledge of the history of philosophy and improved skills of explication, interpretation, analysis, and argumentation, compared to the performance of students with fewer philosophy courses. 
By the end of our program, we expect students to be able to write a paper that:

· states a philosophical problem clearly.  

Note:  Different courses study different kinds of problems.  Depending on the course, the student may be addressing a problem of metaphysics, an interpretation of a significant philosophical text, or an applied problem of ethics, to give a few illustrative examples.

· has a clear goal in relation to the stated problem:  

Note:  depending on the problem addressed, the goal might be evaluating competing alternative solutions to a problem, arriving at a new interpretation of a text, arguing against a position or argument, proposing a solution to a practical problem in ethics, etc.

· draws on appropriate philosophical resources to discuss the problem.



the paper uses appropriate primary sources.



the paper uses appropriate secondary sources



the paper cites sources correctly

· explains complex philosophical positions clearly, and in appropriate detail.

· analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of the different approaches to the problem with relevant arguments.

· draws a conclusion supported by the analysis and argumentation of the paper.

· demonstrates relevant knowledge of  the historical context of philosophical work.

· For papers from courses at the 400 level:  demonstrates an in-depth knowledge of an area of philolosophy.

III.
Assessment procedure:
1. Each semester the department will collect 15 writing samples (essay tests or papers) chosen randomly from students in courses that count toward the Philosophy major at the 200, 300 and/or 400 level. The instructor will be asked to include a copy of the exam or guidelines for the writing assignment, as appropriate.  (Note: In a given year we would aim for an even distribution of work from courses at the 200 level and work from more advanced courses.  Over time, we will rotate the courses selected so that the cumulative sample will reflect from the entire spectrum of the Philosophy major program. The courses at the 200 level are larger, and can supply 15 samples from one course/section.  Work at the 300/400 level will most likely be drawn from two different courses.)  

2.  Student names will be removed from the writing samples prior to departmental review, but students whose work is included in the sample will fill out brief questionnaires indicating whether s/he has declared a Philosophy major or minor, and listing previous philosophy courses taken.  (See attached sample questionnaire.)
3.  Writing samples will be reviewed by a small committee of faculty each semester.  Criteria used will relate directly to goals for student learning appropriate to our discipline at the undergraduate level, as described above.

4.  Each member of the committee will use a simple grid to be prepared by the department to evaluate the papers in the writing sample on each factor.  After evaluation, these will be correlated with the information about the number of courses in Philosophy the student has completed.  For the purposes of program assessment, we do not expect that papers written by students who have had fewer courses will meet all the goals above.  We would expect that by the time most students complete the major program their work would meet those goals.

 5.  The faculty committees will report to the department each year, assessing whether we are meeting our programmatic goals and making recommendations for change as necessary.  
� The American Philosophical Association states in its report on the philosophy major:


“The study of philosophy serves to develop intellectual abilities important for life as a whole, beyond the knowledge and skills required for any particular profession.  Properly pursued, it enhances analytical, critical and interpretative capacities that are applicable to any subject matter, and in any human context.  It cultivates the capacities and appetite for self-expression and reflection, for exchange and debate of ideas, for life-long learning, and for dealing with problems for which there are no easy answers.”








