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	Area of Dissertation
	Rating
	(1) Marginal
	(2) Acceptable
	(3) Exemplary

	Depth of knowledge underlying the area of the study
	
	Understanding of the fundamental principles directly related to the project is marginal
	Student displays a good understanding of fundamental principles directly related to the project
	Student demonstrates excellent understanding of fundamental principles directly related to the project

	Breadth of knowledge underlying the area of the study
	
	Knowledge of related issues, principles, and theories is somewhat weak
	Knowledge of related issues, principles, and theories is adequate
	Excellent knowledge  and understanding of related issues, principles, and theories

	Review of relevant literature to the study
	
	Student presented and discussed some of the literature related to the project with limited analysis of the literature 
	Student presented and discussed  most of the literature related to the project and adequately analyzed the literature 
	Student excellently presented, discussed, and appropriately analyzed most of the literature related to the project 

	Utilization of advanced and appropriate methods of data analysis and synthesis
	
	Student appropriately used analytical techniques but with limited understanding of the principles underlying the technique.
	Student competently used appropriate analytical techniques and understands the principles underlying the techniques
	Student used advanced analytical techniques appropriate for research in the field and is exceptionally able to discuss the underlying principles of the technique.

	Competence in writing
	
	The quality of writing was minimally adequate 
	The quality of writing was adequate 
	The quality of writing was excellent 



	Contribution of the study in the advancement of knowledge in the field
	
	Work will have minimal impact on the field and contributes little to the advancement of knowledge
	Work will most likely have an incremental impact on the field and contributes to the advancement of knowledge
	Work will definitely have a strong impact on the field and contribute significantly to the advancement of knowledge
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