Cleveland State University 2005 Assessment Report
Narrative Introduction for  French B.A.

The French B.A. program at Cleveland State University is a small program that generally attracts students preparing for teaching careers, or those with interdisciplinary majors such as International Relations.  Some of our French students are seeking post-secondary degrees, but we include them in our assessment data because our pool of majors is so small, and in most cases these students must take the same array of French classes as students earning a B.A.  Some of our students also go on to graduate school in French or other disciplines.  With two full-time faculty and one part-time instructor, the French section is able to know its students quite well, making assessment much easier than with larger programs, and we are also able to discuss improvements to our program on a regular and on-going basis.
An overview of changes in our program based on 2004-2005 assessment activities:

· Our department received an assessment grant to collect data from students using the Brigham Young placement test which they will take each semester.  We will eventually graph the data to show student progress from semester to semester.

· We were successful in recruiting students to work as English teaching assistants in France during the past year with one student teaching in Paris, and the other teaching in Lille.  We will invite these students to share their experiences with French majors with the goal of recruiting more students to take advantage of this immersion opportunity.  Great Improvements in oral proficiency can easily be accomplished through such immersion experiences.

· We have expanded our Francophone offerings by cross-listing a communications course on African Film with French.  A French instructor will teach it next year
· We are investigating further  opportunities for interdisciplinary curricular developments that will help to globalize the curriculum including initiatives with the new International Business Major 

· W changed our major requirements to include one survey course in literature and one in civilization instead of requiring two literature survey courses with civilization courses as electives only.  This change adds flexibility to scheduling and better reflects our goals.   

