Synopsis of previous work in Information Literacy as skill area in the General Education program at CSU

Liz Lehfeldt, the previous Interim Director of General Education, initiated a preliminary curriculum mapping exercise involving several faculty members who analyzed select syllabi. The findings indicate how many of those classes address particular skill areas, as well as the degree to which the built-in assignments support the accurate evaluation of student performance related to the skill area(s) in question. 

Following on her work, in summer 2009, a team of peer reviewers completed a curriculum-based assessment mapping exercise by using most of the course syllabi that have been identified as focusing on Information Literacy.  The peer reviewers sought to:

- determine the Information Literacy skills embedded in courses and how they relate to discipline-specific competency standards [put forth by the Association of College & Research Libraries (ACLR); for more information on the topic, visit http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/index.cfm ]; 

- identify how individual courses address any of the Information Literacy skill-related performance levels (introductory, development, or mastery);
- correlate assignments with the skills mentioned earlier;
- generate a database of evaluative tools (such as scoring rubrics) that are used in any of the classes whose syllabi we analyze.
